GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

of peasant life in which family structure inevitably plays a
prominent part and for which extensive field work was done in
1947-48. Still, impressions remain impressions; that fact must
be faced.

Facing it boldly, I am prepared to say that German family
life seems to me of a kind in which parents have more control of
children, through persuasion as well as command, than appears
to be the case in the United States today. Numerous exceptions,
in both countries, are to be found with little trouble, but I think
that the general statement still holds good. In this sense, and in
this sense only, most German families are more authoritarian
than most American families.

Most of us are ready to grant this, perhaps because of stereo-
types unwittingly held. Let it also be pointed out, however, that
on the basis of impressions also gleaned from residence and
study, albeit shorter, in France, Belgium, and Britain, I am
willing to make the same statement about families in these
countries; they have more control of their children than we do.
From what I have been able to learn at second hand about
Swiss, Dutch, and Scandinavian families on their native heaths,
plus some fairly close observation of families in this country
deriving from such backgrounds, I am ready to make a similar
generalization about them too. And all these non-German Euro-
peans, the Swiss and British in particular, are regarded as essen-
tially anti-authoritarian!

This adds up to what? Well, it seems to me that the attempt
to trace authoritarianism in German public life back to "its
family roots" is revealed as foredoomed to failure. I have
watched psychoanalytic handsprings, such as Schaffner's
Father Land, over and around this theme for many years, and to
my mind they remain handsprings only. I would say the same of
more simple-minded, less elaborately rehearsed efforts, of which
a good example is Rodnick's Postwar Germans. A certain
amount of surface plausibility they have to recommend them,
particularly to those who know little of Germany, and that is
all. To refer to similar exhibitions: I am not convinced that
Japanese aggressiveness, at all social levels, is to be explained
by the high degree of sphincter control implanted in Japanese